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Announcement 


Columbia River Packers Association, 
Inc., announces that Mr. W. L. Thomp- 
son, chairman of the board, has disposed 
of his controlling interest in this com- 
pany to Mr. Nick Bez, of Seattle, and 
the Transamerica Corporation and _ its 
subsidiaries, of San Francisco. Mr. 
Thompson will retire as chairman of 
the board and will be succeeded in 
that office by Mr. Bez. Mr. Thompson 
will continue to serve as a member of 
the board of directors. Management of 
the company will continue as before 
with Mr. E. W. Thompson as president 
and the same officers. Added to the 
board of directors in addition to Mr. 
Bez are Mr. Fred G. Stevenot, of San 
Francisco and Mr. Charles H. Schimpff, 
of Pasadena. 

No change is contemplated in the 
company production or sales policies 
nor in its relations with its fishermen 
and employees. During the past few 
years the company has enjoyed a steady 
and healthy growth. It is expected that 
this pattern of expansion will continue 
and that production will be increased 
through the new contacts established 
by the transfer of interests. 

Mr. Bez has had a wide and successful 
experience in the North Pacific fishing 
eluate and has operated extensively 
in the Alaska fishery. It is expected that 
his intimate knowledge of the industry 
acquired through years of experience, 
wil prove a real asset in the future 
management of the company. 

The entire organization is a unit in 
expressing a sincere and genuine regret 
at the retirement of Mr. W. L. Thomp- 
son from his active participation in the 
direction of company policies. His un- 
tiring energy, forcefulness, and clear 
thinking brought the company through 
the dark days of depression and estab- 
lished its footsteps on the path of sound 
expansion and growth. He well merits 
the rest and relaxation that is his due. 

The company expects to benefit from 
the business experience and contacts of 
the new directors. Mr. Stevenot is 
president, and a director, of the Puget 
Sound Pulp and Timber Co., as well as a 
director in the Bankamerica Co.; The 
Marblehead Land’ Co.; West End Chem- 
ical Co.; and the California-Pacific Utili- 
ties Company. 

Mr. Schimpff, a vice-president of 
Transamerica Corporation, is a director 
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Old Man Weather 
Old Man Weather gave the fishing 


business a terrific beating in the past 


season and has continued to raise 
hob with production efforts to date. 
Starting last August he lashed the 
Pacific off this coast with a series of 
winds so spaced that the boats were 
kept running in and out of the river 
instead of fishing, and the lost time had 
a big effect on tuna and trawl produc- 
tion. Since the first of the year the 
series of storms has continued and the 
draggers and crab fishermen have been 
tied to the dock rather than to their 
nets or crab pots. 

The fishing industry, just as the 
agricultural industry, is subject to the 
whims of weather conditions, but the 
bad weather and the good generally 
even out in the end, and with a bad 
weather year behind us the fishermen 
are looking toward better conditions in 
the coming season. 





Willamette Fishery 


Flood conditions prevailing on the Willam- 
ette River during the past winter have inflicted 
considerable damage on hatchery installations 
of the Oregon Fish Commission, damage that 
may affect the handling of the propagation pro- 
gram for the salmon run now entering that 
stream. 

In view of these conditions the industry did 
not ask the Oregon Commission and _ the 
Washington Department of Fisheries for the 
10-day opening to commercial fishing permis- 
sible in March or April. Past evidence has indi- 


cated that the bulk of the fish caught during. 


such a period are Willamette River fish and it 
was felt that, in view of the conditions caused 
by the floods, that it would be a move toward 
conservation to youu as many fish to escape 
as possible in order to insure the continuity of 
the run which has been propagated for years 
with funds from commercial fishery taxes. 

There is no commercial fishing permitted in 
the Willamette but there is a heavy sports 
fishery, which according to data gathered by 
the Oregon Fish Commission and Fish and Wild 
Life Bureau, takes more fish than was taken in 
the old days when commercial fishing was 
permitted in that stream. 

We note that the Oregon Fish Commission 
has requested the Oregon Game Commission 
to exercise its emergency powers and limit the 
number of days sports faking for salmon will 
be permitted on the Willamette this spring. 
We believe this can be done in the interests of 
conservation without too greatly interfering 
with the sports fishery and hope that the 
sports fishermen will join with the commercial 
fishermen in this move. 





of Adel Precision Products Corpora- 
tion; Aerco Corporation; and the Enter- 


prise Engine & Foundry Company. 


LOADING SALMON 





Canned and cased Bumble Bee salmon 
being loaded on a car at CRPA’s Elmore 
Cannery for shipment to eastern markets. 


———_—_ 


Cover Page 


Our cover page this issue carries 
pictures of the principal types of salmon 
caught on the Columbia River sur- 
rounding a picture of a typical Columbia 
River gillnet fisherman, Andrew Eskola, 
of Astoria. These fishermen live an 
arduous life and gamble continuously 
with the water, wind, and tides. They 
are hardworking, good, citizens, and 
well earn the returns they realize from 
their venture. 


THE BUMBLE BEE 


Published periodically by the Columbia River 
Packers Association, Inc., Astoria, Oregon, for 
employees and fishermen. 


Paitor caw es James H. CELLARS 


ASTORIA REPORTERS 





(Li To SUR gar are ieee ee Te Jean Sanborn 
Elmore Tuna........... Marjorie Christensen 
Elmore Salmon............++ P. J. Burke, Sn. 
Cold Storage...........++++ Dorothy Peterson 
SHIP YAS wais's 6v.o:0 vis seu sie Valea ee ore Lura Skyles 
Boatyard and Launches. . Johan Peterson 


Scandinavian............+.+...+.- Arvid North 


+seeees..Peter Welch 






Occident........--0seeeeeee Albert Paldanius 
Alaska Office.........0+04+5 Herman Geissel 
Machine Shop.........eeee000% Tom Wooton 
STATION REPORTERS 
Reedsport ss oiacs% anise e dice viele Melvin Jensen 
Cish an vice saiy.vicveen cele sisecs George Ready 
Waldport... «Jack Marincovich 
Newport... . Velda Uffelman 


Depoe Bay. ..- Lois Edwards 





Wheelers ices sccdigtacwioesseeewtpe Marvin Lee 
Eagle Cif scicescateere ces George Johnson 
Elleteorths oo ccvies ven via acars Bernice Loomis 
SEs alana ah snic cates ccieeaiatiaen Oscar Gerard 
CU Ston cones snes sulvieeecieles Jalmar Thompson 
Altoona....... Siavek ddcon 608 Lavra Hendrickson 
North Shorescccciwades caveeun Frank Pfleger 
Ilwaco ...... Wayne Suomela 
Westport, Wliccicee ccs vvcb since Bill Loomis 
GY, Cantera sis vend scien scolugnierk Carl Rozine 


STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER...Ned Thorndike 


35,000,000 POUNDS OF FISH PROCESSED IN 1945 





CRPA Sales in 1945 
Exceed $8,000,000: 
Better 1944 Figure 


Approximately 35,000,000 pounds of 
raw fish went into the processing de- 
partments of CRPA’s canning and freez- 
ing plants during the year 1945 accord- 
ing to a recently completed study of the 
company’s business. This production 
ingluded 15,000,000 pounds of salmon, 
over 5,000,000 pounds of tuna, and 
11,000,000 pounds of trawl fish. The 
balance of the production was composed 
of crabs, clams, smelt, shad, shark 
livers, and other miscellaneous seafood 
items. Although the fishery off the 
Oregon and Washington coasts was 
plagued by bad weather during most of 
the year and total industry production 
was down about 10 per cent CRPA more 
than maintained its relative pack posi- 
tion in the industry. 

Gross sales for the year were in excess 
of eight and a half million dollars, 
slightly in excess of 1944 sales. In addi- 
tion to these sales there was a carry over 
into 1946 from 1945 production which 
will amount to approximately one 
million and a half dollars. 

Restrictive factors, in addition to 
unfortunate weather conditions, were 
the limiting of the Alaska operation by 
conservation regulations of the Fish & 
Wild Life Bureau, consolidation of oper- 
tions there necessitated by the war 
emer gency, and the lack of a sufficient 
and well trained labor supply also a 
result of the war conditions. It is ex- 
pected that these latter factors will be 
ameliorated in 1946. The company ex- 

ects to operate its Alaska plant at 

ushagak on Bristol Bay, Alaska as 
well as its Naknek Cannery which has 
been in operation through the war 
period. Labor pressure for workers in 
strictly war industries has slackened and 
the labor pool has been increased by the 
return of war veterans. 


Labor Relations 


Labor relations during the year were 
featured by the establishment of a con- 
tract in the Columbia River area calling 
for minimum standards of performance 
for the principal classifications of labor 
employed by the company. A successful 
“Suggestion Plan” for employees was 
put into effect during the year and a 
modern cafeteria was provided in which 
food was served to company employees 
at cost. During the year a total of 








$6,521,000 was paid to fishermen and 
company employees. 

Supply to civilian sources was held 
down by large government reservations 
of canned and frozen fish items. It is 
not expected that the government will 
issue any pack reservation orders during 
the coming year and that the company 
will be able to divert a much larger 
portion of its production into its regular 
market channels. 


FROZEN CRAB PRODUCTION 


D4 








Top: Crab legs coming out of the washer 
prior to steam cooking. 


Center Left: Picking crab meat from the 
eeoked crabs. 


Center right: Filling five pound cans with 
cooked crab meat. 


Bottom: The finished pack of white Dunge- 

ness crab meat in five pound containers, 

ready for freezing and then the market. 

CRPA also packs frozen crab meat in 12-o0z. 
friction top tins. 
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Plans for Alaska 
Venture for 1946 
Making Progress 


CRPA’s Alaska department is busily 
engaged in preparing for the 1946 
Alaska season. The company plans to 
operate both its Nushagak and Naknek. 
canneries on Bristol Bay this season. 
Fishing on Bristol Bay will open June 25 
and close July 25. There will be a 36- 
hour week end closed season and a 
36-hour midweek closed This 
regulation will limit fishing to 12 hours 
each week less than last year. 

The first party to go north will prob- 
ably leave about the 15th of April and 
will consist of carpenters, mechanics 
and-so-forth who will continue the re- 
pairs started last year on Nushagak 
Cannery and will ready the Naknek 
Cannery for operation. 

The main expedition will probably 
leave the latter part of May carrying 
cannery workers, fishermen, and sup- 
plies. The April party will take up two 
power scows, the Golden Age, and the 
Thor. The new trawler, Swiftwater, 
recently completed at CRPA ship will 
tow one scow and another power boat 
will be chartered to tow the other. 

It is hoped to send the main expedi- 
tion on the company steamship, the 
W. L. Thompson. This vessel was re- 
cently returned to the company by the 
U. S. Government, bids for the neces- 
sary repairs and reconversion, which 
will be done at government expense, 
have been called and it is expected that 
the work will be completed in time to 
permit the vessel to go north. 


season. 





CUTTING OUT LIVERS 





Fishermen on Motor Vessel Lincoln re- 
moving livers from dogfish. They yield 
vitamin oils. 
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They build and repair small fishing boats at CRPA’s Occident Station, Astoria. Front Row: 
K. Tormanen, John Risto, John Friberg; Back Row: Axel Seaborg, John Suominen, 
P. Sabbasen, Oscar Salmi. 


Frozen Crab Meat 
Production Starts 


CRPA has started some distribution 
of its fine frozen Dungeness crab meat 
although normal production is not ex- 
pected to be reached until about April 1. 
Following that time an effort will be 
made to meet the demand in markets 
which cannot be served on the present 
small production basis. 


With weather hindering the crab 
fishermen to a considerable extent pro- 
duction for the last few weeks has been 
limited to from about 1,000 to 1,200 
pounds of picked crab meat per day.: 

The Dungeness crab is the finest food 
crab in the world and its firm, tender, 
white meat is well adapted to frozen 
food marketing. It is packed in friction 
top tins, five pound tins for the com- 
mercial and institutional user, and 12 
ounce tins for the individual buyer. 





FILLET OPERATION 


be 
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Filleting table at CRPA Newport plant. Expert “knife” men cut fillets from ocean fresh 
rock fish. 





The Newport plant is one of CRPA’s largest and most important outlying stations. T 
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he above view shows (left to right) the fillet depart- 
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ment, the receiving dock, the cold storage plant, and the crab processing department. This station will handle on the average about 


4,000,000 pounds of raw seafoods per year. 








Newport, Oregon, located on the 
Oregon coast about 150 miles south of 
the Columbia River, is becoming of 
increasing importance as a center of 
fishing operations. Fifteen years ago the 
operations at-that port were not ex- 
tensive but the development of trawl 
and tuna fishing, and of frozen crab 
production has emphasized its impor- 
tance and stimulated its growth. The 
community located on the north side of 
Yaquina Bay has a much older history 
as one of the more popular Oregon coast 
beach resorts and each year sees its 
summer population increasing. 

CRPA established a station at New- 
port in 1930, and operations there have 
developed with the increases in produc- 
tion. At that time the station handled 
salmon from the Yaquina and nearby 
streams and from the salmon trolling 
fleet, some of which was shipped to the 
fresh markets in the interior of the 
state, and the balance to Astoria for 
freezing and canning. 

- Now the station handles about 
4,000,000 pounds of seafood products 
a year, including salmon, tuna, crab, 
trawl fish, and livers. Salmon and tuna 
are sent to Astoria for processing. 


Crabs are picked and the meat sent to 
Astoria for freezing and final shipment. 
Trawl fish are filleted at the plant. In 
addition to the salmon sent to Astoria 
a considerable quantity is shipped in 
fresh and frozen form directly from 
Newport to the markets. Over 1,000 
tons of ice and about 150 tons of frozen 
fish can be stored in the cold storage 
rooms. 

The station has a permanent staff of 
about 20 employees with approximately 
100 employed at the peak of operations. 
John Gizdavich, plant superintendent, 
also has charge of the other company 
plants located on the Oregon coast 
south of the Columbia. Tait Cloe is 
assistant superintendent. 


Harbor Improvement Due 


Plans for further development of fish 
production at Newport are expected to 
be realized if the present program for 
harbor improvement is approved by the 
U.S. Engineers and Congress. This pro- 
gram calls for the extension of the jetty 
to the reef lying a short distance outside 
the harbor, the dredging of a turning 
basin in the bay, and a number of other 
improvement which will facilitate the 
movement of fishing vessels in and out 
of the harbor and provide a safe anchor- 
age in the bay under any conditions. 

CRPA is interested in the growth and 
development of this splendidly located 
port and plans to expand its operations 
as more production can be developed. 
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Cecil Rowley. 
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A hatchery of growing importance in 
the propagation plans of the Oregon 
Fish Commission is located on Big 
Creek, a Columbia River tributary about 
16 miles east of Astoria. Big Creek has 
a steady flow of water and spring near 
the hatchery insures an excellent low 
water temperature for hatching and 
holding purposes. 

This hatchery was acquired by the 
Fish Commission in 1938, and consisted 
of a few ponds and old hatching troughs, 
used by the owners of a trout hatchery 
which had previously owned the loca- 
tion. The first year about 550,000 eggs 
were taken mostly silvers and chums. 
The hatchery records for the following 
years given below indicate the progress 
being made in the egg take and in the 
actual returns to the holding ponds. 

The egg take from 1939 to date in- 
clusive is presented below: 

1939—Chinooks, 77,000; Silversides, 
1,727,000; Steelhead, 77,000. 

1940—Chinooks, 818,000; Silversides, 
1,334,000; Chums, 1,445,000. 

1941—Chinooks, 71,000; Silversides, 
2,629,000; Steelheads, 1,190,000; 
Chums, 2,525,000. 

1942—Silversides, 2,146,000; Steel- 
head, 769,000; Chums, 6,316,000. 

1943—Chinooks, 691,000; Silver- 
sides, 2,008,000; Steelhead, 485,000; 
Chums, 1,240,000. 

1944—Chinooks, 1,013,000; Silver- 
sides, 2,555,000; Steelhead, 310,000; 
Chums, 150,000. 

1945—Chinooks, 99,433; Silversides, 
3,559,000; Chums, 360,000. 


Many Male Chinooks 
The Chinook take in 1945 was not 


representative of the run according to 
C. M. Ritter, hatchery superintendent 
who says that the run was as large as 
in 1944, but that most of the fish arriv- 
ing at the racks were males, including 
many jacks. The big increase in silver- 
sides according to Ritter was due to the 
practice of holding these fish longer in 
the hatchery ponds before releasing 
them initiated in the 1942-43 season. 

The Big Creek plant has a hatchery 
house 24 by 60 feet with five batteries 
of hatching troughs. More ponds have 
been added and more are contemplated. 
An additional water supply is being 
arranged. 

A half million spring Chinook eggs 
from the Willamette system were 
hatched at Big Creek in 1940 and 1941. 
Some returns were noted but no definite 
estimate of the return was possible be- 
cause the early Chinook seemed in- 
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Holding Ponds and Rack area at Big Creek. 





T. F. Sandoz, CRPA Executive Vice- 
President, delivered a forceful address 
before the Portland Chamber of Com- 
merce forum there March 11. Sandoz 
discussed industry expansion and the 
threat of power projects to the Columbia 
River salmon industry. 





clined to remain in the creek below the 
hatchery where they fell easy prey to 
fish bootleggers. 

Big Creek and the Klatskanine below 
Astoria are the only two tributaries on 
the Oregon side of the Lower Columbia, 
below the Willamette, which are suited 
to hatchery operation. 


* 


A party of Portland Chamber of Com- 
merce representatives visited Astoria 
late in February and following a lunch- 
eon meeting inspected a number of navy 
installations, and industrial plants in 
this area, including visits to CRPA’s 
cold storage plant, Elmore Cannery, 
and Shipyard. 

On March 13, a large group of news- 
paper and magazine writers came to 
Astoria for the express purpose of visit- 
ing CRPA’s plants for a first hand view 
of the’ fish processing facilities of this 
area. The trip was sponsored by the 
National Manufacturers Association. 


CRPA Ship Purse 


Seine Building 


e e 
Waits Materials 
CRPA ship will begin the construc- 


tion of two new 48-foot purse seine 
boats for the Alaska operations of Libby, 
McNeill & Libby, as soon as material 
can be obtained for their construction. 
Final plans have been received at the 
yard. The boats will have a 12-foot beam 
and a draft of five feet six inches. If the 
materials can be obtained in time efforts 
will be made to complete the craft in 
time for the 1946 Alaska operation. 
Plans indicate that the 80-foot barge 
under construction for some months 
for the same company will be launched 
shortly after March 1. 

Engines for the four Alaska monkey 
boats for CRPA’s Alaska canneries have 
been installed and the craft will be 
completed in the near future. One of the 
ten Alaska gillnet boats has been com- 
pleted and work on the balance is well 
advanced. 


Three Star Largest 
Addition to Local 
Tuna-Trawil Fleet 


One of the latest additions to the local 
combination trawl and tuna fleet is the 
motorship Three Star, skippered by 
Andy Marincovich, of Astoria, one of 
the most experienced and successful 
fishermen of the area. Andy also owns 
the Iceland which he has operated suc- 
cessfully for a number of years and plans 
to use both vessels during the coming 


year. 


The Three Star will be the biggest 
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The Three Star on the ways at CRPA Ship. 
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Planking one of number of Alaska fishing boats at CRPA ship. These boats by law must 
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be operated with sail and oars. Motored boats are barred in the gillnet fishery. 


vessel of its kind in the local fleet and 
will be surpassed in size only by some of 
the big California clippers that venture 
north during the tuna season. 

The Three Star is 85 feet long with a 
22-foot beam and 10-foot draft. She is 
powered by a 300 h.p. Enterprise diesel 
engine and in addition has a 65 h.p. 
Cummings diesel which operates a 41 
kilowatt generator. All winches, lifts, 
and auxiliary power are serviced by this 
generator. The vessel can carry a 175 
ton load of fish and ice. Marincovich 
has plans to operate with a crew of 
six men. There are accommodations on 
the boat for 13 men. 

The Three Star was formerly a gov- 
ernment mine sweeper used during the 
war in the vicinity of Puget Sound 
and prior to her purchase from the 
government was equipped with all elec- 


trical devices used for that purpose. She 
is now ready to operate and her skipper 
expects to put her to work just as soon 
as weather conditions permit. 


STATION FOREMAN 
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Al Paldanius, foreman at CRPA’s Occident 
Station, Astoria, Oregon. 
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CRPA’S big combination salmon and tuna 
cannery as seen from the Columbia River 


at Astoria. Oregon. 
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CRPA’s modern and busy shipbuilding 
plant located on Young’s Bay, Astoria, Ore. 
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